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A few weeks ago the family of an old and well lov@buter

who had died donated a bench to our scout campdite
Bentley Copse in his memory and | was asked to kbhad
service of dedication. Whilst preparing for thisvsee | came

| across a meditation called ‘The Bridge Builder'\tll Allen

Drumgoole which seemed to fit well with the occasith goes
as follows:

An old man, going a lone highway,
Came, at the evening, cold and grey,

To a chasm, vast, and deep, and wide,
Through which was flowing a sullen tide.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim;
The sullen stream had no fears for him;
But he turned, when safe on the other side,
And built a bridge to span the tide.

‘Old man’ said a fellow pilgrim neatr,

‘You are wasting strength with building here;
Your journey will end with the ending day;

You never again must pass this way:

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide -
Why build you the bridge at eventide?’

The builder lifted his old grey head:

‘Good friend, in the path | have come’, he said,
‘There followeth after me today,

A youth, whose feet must pass this way.

This chasm, that has been naught to me,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be.

He too must cross in the twilight dim;

Good friend, | am building the bridge for him.’

Jesus has built that bridge to God for us for hedaad, ‘There are many
rooms in my Father's house and | am going to pee@aplace for you.

You know the way that leads to the place where gamg.” Thomas said

to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are goisg;how can we know
the way to get there?’ Jesus answered, | am the thaytruth, and the
life; no one goes to the Father except by me. ri{Jbhvv 2 - 6).

It is up to us, through our love and actions, tddotihe bridge to Jesus for
those who are unsure of the way.

With every good wish
David Cooper
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MONDAY MORNING GROUP

We meet each Monday morning in the Park Room féieepand begin
our study at 10.30 a.m. with a really deep disamsstarting from the
relevant bible reading or readings, but often conequite unexpected
areas arising from the experiences and concerriseofroup members.
Ron Talmey has been leading us for six session®rutite heading
‘God’s Man in a Secular Society’. The remaininggreonme is:-

June 2nd  Daniel 5  ‘The bigger they are, the hardey tall’.
June 9th Daniel 6  ‘How to tame lions’.

Do come and join us. The sessions are all selfacoat, so don’t worry if
you have to be away for one.

CHURCH NIGHTS

‘Church Nights’ is taking a break until Septembiéryou have ideas for
what we could then include, please take them tchixket Ball.

THOSE LITTLE HOLES

We would like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to Philip &dMarion for all their
hard work, drilling holes and putting pieces oflcan the back of each
chair to hold the communion glasses.

This will save us a lot of time. We used to spegdsa with a lot of help
from Pat Franks and others, searching for thosawauittle glasses. But
now, thanks to the kindness of Philip and Marioand providing the
congregation remember to put their glasses in thesh we shall be able
to have our Sunday dinner earlier!

Norman and Gill Rusbridge

ROBERT DALTON WEATHERILL

One of our members, Bob Weatherill, died on Ap6tiRaged 85 years.
He was at one time an art teacher at Purley Grangohool and a very
clever artist. He became partially blind and illaivy years ago he joined
the Conquest Art Group, which he loved and wherbdgan to regain the
confidence to paint and take an interest in therahulliness overtook

him again and he spent his final weeks with hisgtiéer, with much of

that time in hospital. Our love and thoughts aréhwiksther and their
family at this time.

Betty Ford



UNICEF MITE NEWS

The various aid agencies have been trying to helpn& overcome their
cyclonic disaster but, at the time of writing, thelitary forces are
refusing to allow ‘foreigners’ (and their food) anthe country. UNICEF
has had aid workers in Myanmar for 50 years so thapaged to start
specific help at once but reliability of renewintpcks is doubtful. An
appeal for donations has been made in order torbpaped to move
instantly SO

JUNE 1st BURMA APPEAL STARTS.

Please help - and THANK YOU (remember the teaspoldBP!)
Hazel Arscott
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DEAR FRIENDS 2

‘We have around us many people whose lives tellligt faith means. So
let us run the race that is before us and nevex gy.’ Hebrews 12.1
(NCV)

It is several weeks now since | ‘ran the race’Sport Relief together with
my best friend Lorna, my next-door neighbour Jam@ @ne of the young
people from Broadstone URC, Mark. It was not eaBlge field at

Ferndown Leisure Centre (near Bournemouth) was ysdgon several

days of heavy rain, and the more we ran, the marédy and slippery it
became. Our final ¥4 mile of each lap was a bagksrest the wind. But
we did not give up. We reached the goal. And | aiigtited to say that
together we raised the amazing total of £2,65@fwort Relief in memory
of Ben.

There were three things that, for me, contributedhis achievement.
Training, the support and encouragement of friemag] a worthwhile

goal. By training regularly, | had ensured thataswit enough to complete
the course. | had run the distance in practice lkamev | could do it.

Secondly, | ran as part of a team; we kept goirggttoer, encouraging
each other, and were supported by a small groufpiesfds and family

who stood in the wet and cold, cheering us on. smedhad a goal: we
were running in memory of Ben and for the benefitaoworthwhile

charitable cause for which many people had genbrep®nsored us; we
were determined not to let them, or ourselves, ddsmdespite the mud,
despite the rain and the wind, despite our tiredsatas and labouring
breath, we kept going, lap by lap, until we reactiredfinishing tape.

This letter is to send my thanks to you, dear Fserior your wonderful

support which has been such an encouragement t@amiemy special
thanks to Michael Ball for coordinating your suppand collecting in the
money. Friends at Reigate Park URC contributedta tdf £507 to the

total (over five times my original fundraising tatd. It was so good to be
able to do this in memory of my son, Ben, who wasimspiration when

he ran the Sport Relief Mile in 2006.

Thank you also for all your love and prayers whgontinue to support me
in all I do. I truly thank God for you all and pr&od’s blessing on you in
this time of ministerial vacancy. | look forward $seeing many of you in
September. Until then, let us remain fixed on Ghosr true goal and the
Inspiration of our faith.

In Christian love,
Caroline



WORSHIP IN THE MONTH OF JUNE

At 10 a.m. orSunday 1st June our communion service will be conducted
by Rev. Dr Susan Durber, the Principal of WestnansCollege,
Cambridge, which is one of the theological collegethe URC.

There will be no evening service.

At 10 a.m. onSunday 8th June the worship will be led by Rev. Nick
Baines, the Bishop of Croydon.

The evening communion service at 6.30 p.m. willlde by Rev. John
Joseph, the minister of Redhill URC.

At 10 a.m. onSunday 15th June there will be a Family and Parade
Service led by Nick White, who is the Synod YouthdaChildren’s
Training and Development Officer.

The evening service at 6.30 p.m. will be led by ihdiel Ball.

At 12.15 p.m. onWednesday 18th June Rev. Peter Flint, our Interim
Moderator, will lead our Midweek Communion Service.

At 10 a.m. onSunday 22nd June the service will be led by Rev. David
Flynn, the minister of Caterham URC.

At 7 p.m. there will be a United Service at Reigasgptist Church.

At 10 a.m. orSunday 29th June the service will be led by Rev. Dr David
Owen, and will include the baptism of Sophie O’Celhn

There will be no evening service.
A warm welcome to any or all of these services.

LADIES' SUMMER GET-TOGETHER

We will be meeting al¥e Olde Six Bells, Church Road, Horley. RH6
8AD on Wednesday evening June 18th from 7.30 onwards. Whatever
your age you are warmly invited to join us, hopgfalutside if it is fine,
for a meal or just for a drink. This is a great ofpnity to meet other
ladies who are involved at the church. You do ne¢chto book but it
would be very helpful if we knew you were coming\se can try and
reserve sufficient space for the group. For furtimbormation or if you
need transport please contact us. We look forwantdeting as many of
you as possible.

Sonia Christié® 270095 Angela Boltof@ 248430 Jacki Glasgo@
225409
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REIGATE CHURCHES TOGETHER

holds its AGM on 25th of June at St Luke’s churthis is open to all:
please support this important meeting where we ballconsidering the
future of all our local churches working togeth€he meeting starts at
8.15, with coffee available from 8pm.

On the previous Sunday evening there is a joinviserat the Baptist
Church. The preacher is Roy Searle, one of thelelsa of the
Northumbria Community and currently Director of Reare.

THEME DAY

Thank you to all the church members who donatesl tiottles and pots
to enable us to make our recycled musical instruméie had a great
time making the instruments and making up the seviysh are printed
here because | think the sentiments are lovely yand may like to be
reminded of them. Thank you to Hannah RobertsonRanda Sowton for
helping with the preparation and a big thank youaliothe adults and
young people who helped with the groups, the smpgimd the performing
and of course to the children for taking part vatith enthusiasm.

Sharon Scotton and Pat Denchfield
Theme day songs
(to the tune offwinkle, twinkle, little star):-

Twinkle, twinkle, God above

How we thank you for your love

Help us with the sounds we make
Praising you with the sounds we make
Twinkle, twinkle, God above

How we thank you for your love

Bang, bang, music on the drum
Bash the top with our thumb
Thank you God for this song
Listen how we play along

Bang, bang, music on the drum
We thank God for this fun

Music, music, baked bean drum
On the theme day we had fun

Up above us in the sky

God is watching as we try

Music, music, baked bean drum
We play loudly, strum, strum, strum



(to the tune offhree Blind Mice):-

Bang my claves

Bang my claves

See how they sound

See how they sound

The streamers are making a rustling noise
We’'re having fun with the girls and boys
We’'re making music the recycling way
Bang my claves

Junior Church

Junior Church

Making lots of friends

Making lots of friends

We love to come and have some fun

We sing, we play, we sit in the sun

You should come one day and see what we've done
At Junior Church

CRECHE ROTA

This is the rota for June. Please remember youregponsible for the
session allocated to you. If you are unable to cowair duty, please
ensure you have swapped with someone else ontdevtany thanks!

Sandra Reid
1st June Sandra Reid Rosie Marshall
8th June Lefteri Deda Zoé or Paul Marshall
15th June Paul and Catherine Seldon
22nd June  Jacki Glasgow Gretta Taylor
29th June Claire Harris Karen or Andrew Telford

PRAYER CALENDAR
This month’s prayer cycle of Churches Together éngRte and Redhill is:

1st June Emmanuel Church, Sidlow Bridge.

8th June Redhill URC, Shaw’s Corner.

15th June Furnistore.

22nd June All Saints’ Church, Battlebridge Lane, South
Merstham.

29th June Church of the Holy Family, Yorke Road.
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DOING WORSHIP DIFFERENTLY

This is a Wimbledon Area Training Day, to which ame invited, at New
Malden URC on Saturday 28th June, from 10 a.m. tp.m. It is
organised with lay preachers in mind, but it isrop@ anyone who would
like to come.

Do you ever find you get stuck in a rut when it @sto planning a
service? Would you like to do something a littl#etent but have no idea
where to start? If so, this could be just the day peed! We will work

through some principles and practice which willphes to begin to think
‘outside the box’ and be creative in any serviceleasl. In the afternoon,
there will be a ‘technology surgery’ for those msted, so bring your
guestions along and we’ll try to solve them.

Please bring with you:
. A Bible
. Paper and pen (if you wish to take notes)

Lunch will be provided and it will be helpful to &w numbers, so please
book by the beginning of June to Jenny Snashatl, Karm Cottage, 38
Old Farm Road, Hampton, Middlesex, TW12 3QT or ¢mai
jenny.snashall @tesco.net or phone@ 020 8979 3552. There is some
parking at the church itself and in surroundingets. The station is about
15 minutes’ walk away. If you need directions, gleget Jenny know.

WOMEN'S GUILD

On Friday 9th May about 28 members and husbandsfoned very
enjoyable lunch in the church hall.

A very big thank you to all who worked so hard taka this such a
success. Especially those who provided the luscsweets, wine, chocs,
mints, etc., laid tables, cleared away, washed od helped with
transport.

At our next meeting on Tuesday, 10th June at 1@.3Q. in the Park
Room, Pam Lee will be giving us a Flower Arrangdegnonstration.
Liz Bullen

We would like to thank our ‘caterers’ who suppliesl with a super meal
at our May meeting. It was very much appreciatbd, cooking and the
work involved. Well done.

A partaker



ECOTIP

| have been writing ecotips in tHeecord for several years now, to be
exact 35 ecotips in total. Not that | am running oliideas or getting
bored at all (!) but | thought | would do an auditwhat | have written
about thus far so as not to duplicate any inforamatit turns out that |
haven't done a single, solitary ecotip on transssues.

| suspect this is because it is an issue we steuggh enormously as a
family. We have a big estate car rated by ‘What e@reCar’
(www.whatgreencar.com) as 61, 0 being the greersasand 100 being
the most polluting car. It was bought at a time whkhe had a growing
family and minimal awareness of climate change.déféainly will not be
buying a smaller more environmentally friendly eauy time soon whilst
all available funds go towards doing up our new apand as | drive 12
miles of school runs every day it is unlikely | cgat my 4 year old to
cycle that every day! We also have lots of famihd driends spread all
over the country. What on earth am | meant to dekdbeneath the
steering wheel every time | drive past someoneavwkiand never go on
holiday abroad again?! Now you see why | havendkiied this topic
before?

According to ‘The Rough Guide to Climate Change’Rgger Henson, a
UK resident average annual CO2 footprint is 11rthes, and 29 per cent
of that goes on personal travel (car and air). oee, transport as a
whole is the fastest growing major source of greelsk gases. So, my
plan over the next few months of ecotips is toyidu all with guilt as you
jet off on your foreign holidays this summer ancedeback what |
realistically manage to do to reduce my personahgport carbon
footprint. Watch this space!

Our next meeting is at 8 p.m. on Thursday the J6ite at 26 Windmill
Way. We would love to see some new faces. We ang sugpportive of
one another in the team, understanding that eaals afan cope with
different amounts of eco-work depending on ouruwmstances and skills,
and even if you feel that you have little time [jonited knowledge) we
would still value your fresh perspective and idg@ghis appeals then
come along to our meeting or contact me for mof@rmation.

Sonia Christieg& 270095 or emasonia.christie@ntlworld.com

SEEN ON A PLUMBER’S VAN
We REPAIR what your husband FIXED.
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FOR YEAR 6 PARENTS AND FRIENDS

On Monday 16th June 2008 at 8.00 p.m. we are hgldmOpen Meeting
in the Park Room for anyone who has a child in Y&arhis is not just
for RPC families so tell people who might be insteel.

We have invited a teacher with experience of beirtdead of Year 7 to
come and help you think about what it will be lif@ you and your
children in September. We have found it to be Vyexpful in the past, so
we hope as many people as possible will take tiperdpnity to come and
ask questions. Please don’t think your questionghtnbe considered
‘silly’. If it is something you wonder about, théances are that others are
wondering too.

Contact Angela Boltoremail @ambolton.me.uk @ 248430

KIDZ KLUB, REFUEL AND YOUTH CLUB

At the March Elders’ Meeting it was decided that;, the period of the
vacancy, these groups should be part of Junior €@hwo that all our
young people are covered by the same umbrella. Wiegontinue to be
represented at Youth Council. The situation willdoasidered again once
a Youth and Community Minister is in post.

Pat Denchfield

A BIRTHDAY PARTY

If your birthday is in July, you are a July Shirser please come and join
the rest of us at our birthday tea on Tuesday I&ti from 4 to 6 p.m. in
the Park Room. There is no age restriction, 0 tafi%re welcome. Bring
the family if you can’t leave them or need theitphd’arents please come
with your July Shiners if they are too young to @am their own.

It will help with the catering if you can let usdw you are able to join us
but don’t worry if you can’t - there is always ptgrof food.

If you know of a significant birthday in July pleaket us know, we like to
celebrate them.

A very Happy Birthday to all born in July whetherwadmit it or not.

Keep shining.
Angela Merritt

BOOK CLUB

The next meeting is on Monday June 30th at 8 ptrB2adardwick Road,
Meadvale (Jane Dotze®® 243277). The book iEngelby by Sebastian
Faulks.

Jane Dotzek



11

CRADLE ROLL/YOUNG FAMILIES COFFEE MORNING

If you have recently had a baptism at RPC in yaumily, you should have
received an invitation to this coffee morning. uyhaven’t but would

like to join us, meet others and find out more dabmat is on for you all

at RPC, then you and your family will be very weted to join recent
Baptism and other families for coffee, biscuits qtaly, any time between
9.30 and 11.30 a.m. on Wednesday 11th June ingHeFbom at Reigate
Park Church. It would be helpful but not essenifiatou could let me

know if you are coming. | look forward to meetinguyall then.

For more information please contact Angela Bolteanilies Liaison,&
248430 Email:email @ambolton.me.uk

RANJIT

‘Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground . . .’

At 22 years one does not think much of death. AlgfoRanjit grew up in
a slum, with an alcoholic father who was violemiddad to shoulder the
family responsibilities due to his father's prematueath, he looked
forward to doing well in life. When his abdominalips began, he at first
ignored them. Then he visited the LCECU (Low Cad$edfive Care Unit)
and the doctors were reassuring. But in spitea#tinent at the Unit and
the main hospital, his pain persisted though tleeyccfind nothing wrong.
For months following his discharge, he kept goiaghkbtrying to convince
them that he was NOT all right. But finally onetloé doctors who saw him
decided on some more sophisticated tests for rameittons and found
that Ranjit had a cancer of the bowel which racelgurs in this young age
group. By this time of course the tumour was beysndyery and had
spread. Ranjit was furious. He vowed never to goklere. But the
tumour grew so big that it blocked his gut and heeded palliative
treatment with a colostomy. The staff at LCECU kdifim to go back to
the main hospital. Once the surgery was over tHkaipge care team
visited him and Ranjit found people were really @mmed for him. They
listened to his angry remarks, his frustrations hrsdsorrows and fears.
Slowly Ranjit began to come to terms with what viappening to him.
Life changed, but with acceptance came a peacehthditad not known
before. His family of mother and two younger brethavas caring and
supportive, and he sent for his estranged sistercame with her husband
and young child and the reconciliation has meantmto the whole
family.

Ranjit belonged to one of the cricket ‘gangs’ is Blum. His friends of
course were terrified by his illness and the fhett the was dying. They
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however found the new Ranjit something of a puzkleey began to talk
among themselves about what they were seeing. Woaglered why he
got cancer in the first place. All of them smokednsumed alcohol and
had tried out sex, maybe drugs. Would they get @&they could not
bear to see him in pain. Yet they found the peheat lte seemed to have
curious. They talked about all this and only gotrenand more confused.
Finally they went to see Mary who was a voluntebowvorked with the
LCECU to help disabled people in their slums.

They had seen her going round their slum and hest Guthority had

impressed them. Besides, she had contact withdb&is in the LCECU

and some of them had even visited their slum frione to time. They had
seen how some of the disabled people in the sluadshegun to ‘live’

again. Perhaps she could help? Mary listened tm the they poured out
their fears. She realised that these young boys\bagbod réle models for
life. They seemed to think that men had to smokekdbe violent and in

control of everyone. She was troubled. She andhigband both felt they
must do something for these young boys. They dsmmitheir worries
with the LCECU team, who offered to talk to the o35 young men
from 18 to 30 years gathered on the appointed O@agr the next few
weeks, through sessions with the team specialisiscaunsellors, many
of the worries of the young men were cleared. Ttadiyed about sex,
alcohol, drugs, images of what is ‘male’ and otll@ngs. After a few

sessions many of them said their thanks and sadlye, but a small
group wanted to continue the contact they had méildey were looking

for a different way to live. So the team was ablstart in this slum a ‘life
skill’ course.

After the course was over the young men felt méddato tackle the
problem of garbage in their streets. They mappeeir thoads and
approached the Municipality for help in cleaning streets. Before long
the young girls in the area also wanted classeshfamselves. The girls
showed concern for the elderly and the young metihrethe community.
They conducted a half-day programme for the oll, fahd set up a young
mums group, which has asked to meet fortnightly.

Ranjit’'s death, the pointless waste of a youn@lfar from it. As a result
of his death young people in his community havenbeleallenged and
motivated to transform their life style for the teet Responding to the felt
needs of their areas the staff at LCECU has dewsedmodels to help to
improve the health and social well-being of the@uindings.

This is another article from théellore Newsletter, somewhat abridged.
Eileen Charlton has copies of this, containing maitlyer interesting
articles.
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Peter Mercer, 59 Poynes Road, Horley, Surrey, Rt 8
& 01293 773466

e-mail'neter mercer@reinatenarkchiirch




JUNE DIARY
Sunday 1st 10.00am Rev. Dr Susan Durber (Westminster Cqllege
Holy Communion.
11.30am Church Meeting.
No evening service.
Sunday 8th 10.00am Rev. Nick Baines (Bishop of Croydon).
6.30pm Rev. John Joseph. Holy Communion.
Tuesday 10th 10.30am Women’s Guild - Flower Arranging.

Sunday 15th 10.00am Nick White (Youth and Children’s Tramiand
Development). Family and Parade Service.

6.30pm Michael Ball.
Wednesday18th 12.15pm Rev. Peter Flint. Midweek ComamuService.
Sunday 22nd 10.00am Rev. David Flynn (Caterham URC).

7.00pm United Service at Reigate Baptist Church.
Wednesday25th 8.00pm Churches Together, Reigate GYGlb, St Luke’s.
Thursday 26th 8.00pm Ecoteam meeting at 26 WindmilyWa
Sunday 29th 10.00am Rev. Dr David Owen. Baptism of Sophi€@nell.

No evening service.

In addition to those mentioned above, our weeklivaies normally include
Junior Church and Creche at 10.00 a.m. each Suidawnies, Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Busy Bees Playclub, Monday Morning GrouppiZ Conquest Art,
Playgroup, Toddlers Plus Group and Short Mat Bagvlin



