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FROM WHERE I SIT . ..

YDear- | My dictionary defines an organist as ‘a person \plays the
organ’. Basically this is true, but in reality thenction of an
organist in a UR Church is not that simple. My dggmon
- would take rather more than six words. The prinfanction

Is surely to lead and encourage the congregatidhdarsinging of hymns.
Here at Reigate Park we are fortunate to have @weathoir who can and
do make their mark in leading worship in the siggof hymns, and a
congregation that responds to this. Unfortunatedynynof our churches no
longer have a choir or an organist (or a ministeafyl if you consider the
average age of our choir members you may apprecigteoncern if | say
‘how much longer will there be a choir at Reigagek?’. When | mention
this in conversation the usual reply is ‘Oh, we trhesve a choir’. Yes, we
must - but where are the members coming from?

Since the age of twelve | have beeconversation. Perhaps | should be
an organist; firstly at Crawleythankful that we have such a large
Congregational Church (later tacongregation that inevitably makes
become Trinity URC in lIfield) for a lot of noise.

44 years, and then here at Reiga@my on very few occasions do |

Park for just over 19 years. At %hoose the hymns. They are

conservative — estimate | have, oy chosen by the minister,
probably played for about 400Q,.q il sometimes request a

services and about 20,000 hymngy, rticylar tune. Choice of tune is

plus of course numerous antherrhc,sua”y left to me. You may blame

and voluntaries. me if | play the wrong tune, play too
Why do | do it? | enjoy it loud, too quiet, too fast, too slow or
immensely (most of the time!) andeven if you don’t know a hymn or
because it is a way in which | carnts tune; but what | try to bring to
use whatever musical talents | havihe hymn singing is variety in the
to praise the Lord, and to encourageay individual verses are sung by
others to use music, in all its formsmeans of different stop registration,
in worship. The music playedverses for ladies or men only, an
before the service (particularly afteoccasional verse for choir only, and
the Bible is brought in) should be @&ven an unaccompanied verse.

time for the congregation to preparg .an sometimes be lonely where |
themselves for the worship that W'Ilsit, but always enjoyable. | can only
shortly commence. Sadly this doeﬁope that you enjoy singing the

not always happen here. | d‘P]ymns as much as | enjoy

sometimes wonder why | amaccompanyingthem.

playing when | cannot even hear N
myself for the noise of Phillip Down
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OUR FINANCE TEAM

After considerable uncertainty and thoughtful prayee were glad to learn at
our January Church Meeting that we now have atidim to replace and
back-up the Church Treasurer after Michael Boltortgement from the post
this month. So here it is:-

Treasurer Jane Buck *
Assistant Treasurer (CAF Bank) Adam Springbett
Assistant Treasurer (NatWest Bank) Jamie Papworth *
Offertory Envelopes Gary Best *

Gift Aid Secretary Mary Perry

Payroll Jill Walker *
Independent Examiner of Accounts Graham Aslet
Sunday Collection Banking Gary Best

Daphne and Brian Hoad
Marsali and Alan Walker
Sheila and Brian Walker

Financial Awareness Group Helen Samuel (co-ordinator
Nicky Bryant
Daphne Hamblin
Antonia Sood

* New appointments. Our thanks to them for taking ¢the new
responsibilities, to those who have been carryindh@ work and, of course,
to Michael for all that he has been able to do onany years.

VELLORE PERSON-TO-PERSON PROGRAMME

Many thanks for your donations for year 2008. £8&&s sent to Vellore
including money carried over from year 2007. £2%51thess money was from
donations collected at our Flower Festival. | hawvev received reports from
Vellore and five patients have received treatmerfthe money sent.

In November 2008 | sent £233 and another five p#tiavere selected to
receive treatment. As usual these reports are lemghey will be posted on
the Mission board in the Hall for all to see, analill carry copies with me so
that they are always available.

Eileen Charlton



MONDAY MORNING GROUP

Yes, we had an excellent series led by Rev. Jolseplo based on the
Vision4Life programme which the URC is promotingit bbhis was the Bible
Study ‘menu’ and not the ‘taster’ for the whole i#4Life three-year
programme as we had been told. But it was exceHletfank you, John.
Because of the snow and the half-term, it lastethrmigh February.

Rev. Howard Rady has agreed to lead most of outingsein March, but we
do not yet have the subject. Come along and fintWwe meet at 10.30 every
Monday morning in the Park Room, beginning with deaoffee!

BOOK CLUB

The next meeting is on Monday March 9th at 8 p.inmy house, 22
Hardwick Road, Meadvale® 243277), when we shall be discussifige
Moonstone by Wilkie Collins.

Jane Dotzec

WANTED - WEBSITE WIZARD

or even a Wizard’s Apprentice!

Our church website www.reigateparkchurch.org waklidmtly set up some
time ago, but we mere mortals have found some dffitult to operate or to
revisit, and various sections are now badly owdaié.

During a vacancy the website is our ‘shop windowtre wider church and it
Is particularly important that it accurately remetss us as a thriving,
forward-looking church.

We URGENTLY need someone to take another look atak possibly revamp
or redesign it, so it is user-friendly and presdhts image that we want the
world to see and to which we can all easily refad aipdate whenever
necessary.

If you think you could help - or know someone whaggim be approached,
please speak urgently to - Tess Browl& (246816), Carol Nicholls @
240372) or Barbara Wind& 223831).
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JUNIOR CHURCH

We are very pleased that Michelle Johnson has ddgoebecome a leader in
Vines and Clare Roberts is happy to read the stodAM. Many thanks to
them both. Thanks also to Kathy Tillison who hasrbeo-leading sessions in
FROGS for the past year; she has now decided tocectrate on Refuel and
Youth Club.

We have an exciting new venture to report: a siathh discussion group, led
by Denise Anderson and Neil Scotton, had theit ffficial meeting in the
Library on 1st February. They intend meeting on find Sunday of every
month - please speak to Denise or Neil for moraitset

We are looking forward to a training session led Nigk White on 25th

February, entitled ‘From Seeds to Trees - how fgitbws’. We are inviting

all Junior Church leaders, helpers and any youmgpleerom year 9 upwards
within our cluster to attend.

Pat Denchfield and Angela Bolton

CHURCH FAMILY WEEKEND MEETING

A date for your diary: on Sunday 19th April stradiglfter the Sunday morning
service there will be a meeting in the Park Roomeficeryone attending this
year's Church Family Weekend to Pilgrim Hall on 8ta to 10th May. If you

would like further details please contact Soniai§tle (@ 270095) or Anne

Edwards @ 765891).



WORSHIP IN THE MONTH OF MARCH

At 10 a.m. onSunday 1st March Rev. Graeme Allan, minister of Saltdean
and Lewes Road URC, Brighton will lead our Familgn@nunion Service,
the annual occasion when the children join with aisthe Communion
Service.

There will be no evening service.
At 10 a.m. orSunday 8th March, the Choir will lead our worship.

At 7 p.m. there will be a United Service at Reig8aptist Church with
Jonathan Conrathe, of the Valley Ministries.

At 10 a.m. orSunday, 15th March, Dr John Kennedy, the lay leader at Wray
Lodge URC, Woodford Green, will lead our worship.

At 6.30 p.m. Sue Knight will lead our Communion \Bee.

On Wednesday 18th March, Rev. Ron Talmey will lead our midweek
communion service.

At 10 a.m. on Motheringgunday, 22nd March, Rev. Dr David Owen will
lead our worship.

There will be no evening service.

At !0 a.m. onSunday 29th March, David Mercer and the ‘Harmony’ Group
of Junior Church will lead our worship. It will beteresting to see what they
made of their ‘Bible Survey'.

There will be no evening service.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

If you have a March birthday, whatever your agendge or dietary needs, do
come and join us for a Birthday Tea on Tuesday R4dich, 4 - 6 p.m. in the
Park Room. RSVP to Barbara Wifa) 223831.

UNICEF - MITE NEWS

Thanks to all those who have contributed to theaG&apeal. Judging by the
news in newsprint and TV all money help is welcoamel will be for a long
time. At the same time, of course, there are soyncaridren in need of help
In so many parts of the world - all contributione gratefully received. Spare
a thought for those in need when you eat sometlsipgcial, or wear
something new and, in the snow, something warmugsl, once again - all
contributions gratefully received.

Hazel Arscott
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WOMEN'S GUILD

At our February meeting our speaker was Rev. Lealries. Leah told us
how she had been brought up in Northern Irelandfeord a very young age
had heard God’s call. In her twenties she begarkimgrfor the Church
Army, on short-term mission work. After she met andrried her husband,
also a Church Army Officer, they worked together are of the first drug
rehabilitation units. Then they were sent to Pmestwhere her husband
worked in the local prison. There Leah also begankimg in prison. Later
they moved to London where her husband became @lathaat one of the
local men’s prisons and Leah became a chaplairobwhy Prison. The fact
that she loved her job was so obvious as she talkedt the prisoners she
had met. What came across to us all was the swesse8® tragedies, the
difficulties and above all Leah’s overriding belibiat whatever we’ve done,
God still loves us.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday March 10th @t3D a.m. in the Park
Room, when our speaker will be Mrs Wendy Copse ftbm Bletchingley
Skills Centre.

Liz Bullen

PRAYER CALENDAR

This month’s prayer cycle of Churches Together éng&te and Redhill is:
1st March Reigate and Redhill YMCA, Princes Road, Redhill.

8th March S Peter and & Paul Parish Church, Nutfield.

15th March Reigate and Redhill Community Church, meeting at
St Bede’s School.

22nd M arch Welcare.

ECOTIP RECYCLING UPDATE

Some good news! You may remember last year anfosothe Record with a
pro-forma to send to Reigate and Banstead Borougun€l asking for
Tetrapak recycling facilities? Well, someone waselning! We now have
Tetrapak recycling facilities at Earlswood Recygli@entre on the A23 with
more sites around the Borough to follow.

The Earlswood site has been recently revamped wilreased car parking
spaces and an improved system to reduce queud® ¢x8. Other recycling
facilities on site include ‘Bric-a-brac’, old coolg oil, spectacles, coins,
plastic bottle tops and bras (I kid you not!). Yarary own RPC recycling
sleuth uncovered that the bras are collected imfiRteast Cancer Research.



Recycling facilities at Earlswood Community Recycling Centre

Batterie! Electrical equipmel Plastic bottle

Bras Engine oil and filter Plastic bottle tof

Bulky plastic (e.g. Fire extinguishers Rubber and saill

children’s toys, garde

chairs Fluorescent tub Scrap met:

Can: Garden was! Shoe

Car batteries Gas bottles and Spectacles
cylinders

Chemicals - household Glass bottles and jars | Stamps

or garde|

Clothe: Low energy light bulk | Tetrapak

Coins Mobile phone Tin foil

Computers and Mixed paper and TV’s/computer

accessorie cardboar monitors

Cooking Oi Pain Wood and timbe

All of this information and more is contained iretBurrey Household Waste
Guide which | try to keep spare copies of at churdie ask me if you would

like a personal copy. Virtually the only thing thetin’t be recycled now in our
Borough is plastic pots such as margarine/ice-credn® and yogurt pots, and
apparently the Borough is working hard to find anpany to recycle them.

Incidentally, most plastic film can now be recycleih carrier bags at places
like Sainsburys. Along with composting food waske dompost bins and

green cones, it is possible to have very littleheaeek in the wheelie bin. No
one is going to want to invite me for a cuppa anygmor fear that | might

check their bins!

You will have heard in the news recently about sheckpiles of recycled
material currently accumulating in the UK and sashgou have been asking
me what is the point in doing any of the above kdep going - there will be
more on that topic in next month’s Ecotip....

If you are wondering what the Ecoteam gets up ®waeuld love to see you
at the next Ecoteam meeting on Tuesday 31st Maréh @mm. at 11 Park
Lane, Reigate.

Sonia Christie@® 270095 or sonia.christie@ntlworld.com
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WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Friday March 6th 2009

10.30 a.m. Holy Trinity Church, Redhill.
2.00 p.m. Church of the Holy Family, Yorke Roadjda¢e.
7.30 p.m. St Philip’s Church, Nutley Lane, Reigate.

Women’s World Day of Prayer is always held on thst fFriday in March,

and is a service devised by women each year fréeremt parts of the world.
The services always follow the same format, so2tbrhours prayer is going
on somewhere in the world. It is not intended folyavomen to attend and it
Is always good to see our men folk joining us.

This year the service is devised by the Christiammen of Papua New
Guinea, which lies just below the equator on theterm side of the Pacific
Ocean.

We in Reigate and Redhill are very fortunate thathave the choice of three
services to attend. In many towns there is only serwice available. We do
hope that you will be able to attend somewhere, las of work goes on in the
preparation not only of the whole programme bub até the individual
churches’ contribution. If you attend more than goa will see a difference
as it is interpreted individually. A local get-tager of all those involved in a
particular year is held in January at differentcplaaround the area and ideas
are given on presentation as well as a run-thrafighe whole service. Please
do support us.

Mary Warren

TODDLERS PLUS

What a great time we had in December! We had aldasuwparty just before
we stopped for a well-earned Christmas break. Afeering a short play, we
had tea - thanks to all who provided the yummy fedlden we had a visitor.
Yes, Father Christmas took time from his busy saleetb see what we were
doing and to bring us some lovely presents. Thamk lather Christmas.
Shortly after this we all put on our warm coats aveht home, collecting a
balloon on the way. We had all really enjoyed olwes This is an

opportunity we have of thanking all our regularurdkeers who take time out
to come and make sure carers and toddlers can tmraesafe, warm and
friendly place to have fun with other carers anddters. It is a facility we

offer to the community and is so appreciated byvailb use it. Thank you all
again.

For more information about the group please contact@ 248430 or
email@ambolton.me.uk



ROUND THE WORLD WITH JESUS
6 - 9 April 2009
Easter Workshop for Primary School Children

This is now taking shape. We are still looking favlunteers, so please
contact Angela as soon as possible to let her khatwou would like to help.

There will be a meeting for ALL volunteers on Wedday 25th March at
8 p.m. in the Church. There will be a compulsoiriing session for all
young people volunteers, whether you have beennto lmefore or not, on
Wednesday 25th March in the Park Room at 7.30 ghere will be a
meeting for new volunteers on Monday 30th Marci8gt.m. in the Park
Room.

Letters will be going out to all Reigate Park ChHufamilies with Primary
School age children during March containing all tlexessary information
about booking, so please make sure you collect etter. Fliers will be
going out to schools at about the same time. Wiebeilooking for volunteers
to collect these fliers and deliver them to theosth

Please also look out for requests for materialé gnaups often advertise
through the service leaflets.

For more information please contact Angela Boltamdil@ambolton.me.uk or
& 248430)

DEREK PARAVICINI IN REIGATE CONCERT

This concert will be held on 2nd May at ReigatekRahurch and will benefit
CHASE and St Nicholas’ Child Facilities Appeal.

Listen to music from Derek Paravicini and Nick Shaw
£12 adults, £10 for OAPs and under 12s.

Outline programme: Start 7 30 p.m., Interval 8 3f.dollowed by a set from
the Reigate Grammar School Choir and Orchestralemmore from Derek.

To book your tickets please call Sheila Sam&01293 774879.
About Derek...

Derek (b. 1979) is an extraordinarily talented mgndespite being blind and
having severe learning difficulties. He plays esltirby ear, and has a
repertoire of many thousands of pieces that herteamorised - jazz, pop and
light classical - and he is a great improviser. dBehas played in venues
across the UK, including Ronnie Scott’s and thebiBan Halls in London, in
Europe and the U.S. and he has appeared in themedia across the world.
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THE SITUATION IN GAZA

The message below is from Rev. John Marsh, Moderator of General
Assembly.

There are lots of voices rightly condemning thesprg situation in Gaza. We
cannot imagine how people can endure conditiong likose we are
witnessing on our television screens. Yet we alsednto look further ahead
and keep hold of a longer, deeper focus.

Three major world religions regard Israel/Palestasea ‘holy land’. Jews,
Christians and Moslems cannot understand theirtggirtraditions without

some appreciation of the long history that has ldefibin Palestine/lsrael and
the wider region.

The deeper theological perspectives of the thrébsfanclude the wisdom
that all people have their place in God’s purposes| that people of each
faith have a fundamental responsibility to safedudre common interest.
Muslims, Christians and Jews are all people oftausb peace that is rooted in
God’s unconditional love for us all. This is whér@pe and future lie.

It is not right that the rich spirituality of ouraditions is corrupted into hatred
and violence, demeaned into a narrow stridencyisgegdolitical or military
advantage for one interest - at the cost of thd-lmehg of others or of the
common good.

It is scandalous that the wise traditions of oustdmic faiths should be
subverted by powerful secular interests to justdgfending any one
community at any price. Such manipulation can néy@rfor the common
good or the wider peace. Political and military powdisconnected from the
lively spiritual God-centred peace at the hearthefthree religions, offers no
prospect of healing or justice for anyone.

Yet our three faiths are also the means by whielsdlprecious gifts may be
offered to Palestine/lsrael - and to the wider dotf Islam, Judaism and
Christianity fail in this, our faiths will be rouhd condemned and rightly
consigned to the dustbin of history.

CONNECT BARN DANCE 2009

Back by popular demand, tickets are now on sal¢éhisryear’'s Barn Dance to
be held on SATURDAY 7th March in the church hdllybu came last year
you will know how good it was! So don’t be disapmeid, reserve your places
now by calling 763328 or email lindachandler@teseb.
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WE NEED MORE STEWARDS!

The Stewards who welcome and look after us on Sgmndee a most valued
part of the church. But for various reasons the Imemis decreasing. Can you
help?

You will need to be able to arrive by about 9.260.awelcoming worshippers
and giving out the weekly leaflets, and after teeviee you need to tidy the
pews. Will you give serious and urgent thought Wwketyou can undertake
this, four or five times a year? If you can, pledseme know as soon as
possible on@ 242865. | am now distributing the next rota andl Wwe
preparing the rota for June to August at the endlpoil.

Present stewards are reminded that it would helpveng much if you could
let me know well in advance if there are Sundayswhich you won't be
available, because of holidays, for instance - Hages me from having to
arrange swaps at the last minute.

Elizabeth Shaw

THE SCALLOP SHELL - A SYMBOL OF PILGRIMAGE

The scallop shell is a traditional symbol of Chast pilgrimage. and is
especially associated with the pilgrimage to thedbwplace of the Apostle
James at Santiago de Compostela in north-west Spain

Everybody present for the final day of the Gendssembly of the United
Reformed Church in Edinburgh in July 2008 receiaegift of a scallop shell
with an encouragement to continue personal Chnistplgrimage in
fellowship with the whole church.

Scallop shells are often found with baptismal fpifits scooping water in the
administration of the sacrament - a reminder tlagatism, our point of entry
into the Christian faith and Church, is also tretgtg point of our pilgrimage
of life towards its final destination in God’s Remlthrough Christ.

The Moderator of the general Assembly chose theméh#@ilgrimage’ for his
address to General Assembly and for his two yeaddfice. He now presents
this scallop shell to the Musicians’ Guild of thaitéd Reformed Church to
celebrate the musical journey we make togetheraabsGeople.

(words of John Marsh at the Musician’s Guild Cedgion Day at Port
Sunlight, October 2005)
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BACH'S ST JOHN PASSION

Brockham Choral Society will be presenting BachtsJ8hn Passion in St
Martin’s Church, Dorking on Saturday 28th March,7a80 p.m.. The choir

will be supported by six professional soloists anchestra, and the story of
Christ’s Passion will be told with a large-screeisual presentation enhanced
by theatrical lighting throughout the church.

Tickets £15 (£10 students, £7.50 children up to da@ilable from Maria
Chadwick @ 01306 882728 or mariachad1953@aol.com or on tloe (b
available).

TO MAKE YOU SMILE

A pastor was giving the children’s message durimgrch. For his part of the
service, he would gather all the children arounah land give a brief lesson
before dismissing them for children’s church.

On this particular Sunday, he was using squirretsan object lesson on
industry and preparation. He started out by sayiimg going to describe
something, and | want you to raise your hand whanknow what it is.” The
children nodded eagerly.

“This thing lives in trees (pause) and eats nuéasig¢e) .... No hands went up.
‘And it is grey (pause) and has a long bushy taguse) ...". The children
were looking at each other, but still no handse@isAnd when it jumps from

branch to branch (pause) and chatters and flipgaitswhen it's excited

(pause) ...".

Finally one little boy tentatively raised his haddhe pastor breathed a sigh of
relief and called on him. ‘Well’, said the boy, KNOW the answer must be
Jesus - but it sure sounds like a squirrel to me!.

(from Under the Clock, the newsletter of Caterham URC)

A boy was watching his father, a minister, writseamon. ‘How do you know
what to say? he asked. ‘Why, God tells me’ replies father contentedly.
‘Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?’.

(from Horizon, the news letter of Horsham URC)
For 2009, I'd like to be the ideal mother, but lftoo busy raising my kids.
(from OUR Church Newsletter of Oxted URC)



CHURCH OFFICE
Church & Community Manager : Susan Stanley

Tuesday to Friday, 9.15 am to 1.00 pm

Administrative Assistant : Linda Cockerill
Monday to Thursday, 9.15 am to 1.00 pm

Telephone (01737) 249766 (answerphone outside hours
or e-mail: susan@reigateparkchurch.org
or linda@reigateparkchurch.org

Church Caretaker: Nick Pozzo
Church House, Park Lane East, Reigate RH2 8BD
Telephone (01737) 244250 e-mail: caretaker@reigédteparch.org

THE RECORD

Is the magazine of Reigate Park Church and is nrmablished
on the last Sunday of each month: the ri®ecord is due for
collection on March 29th

Contributions should be with the Editor:

Denis Ward, The Chantry, 49 Park Lane East, Reigate RH2
8HS

e-mail: record@reigateparkchurch.org & (01737) 244163
at least two weeks before publication date.
Copy for the April edition is due by
Sunday, March 15th

If you wish to receive a regular copyie Record,
please contact the Distributor:

Peter Mercer, 59 Poynes Road, Horley, Surrey, Rt 8
& 01293 773466

e-mail'neter mercer@reinatenarkchiirch




MARCH DIARY

Sunday 1st 10.00am Rev. Graeme Allan. Family Communion.
No evening service.
Sunday 8th 10.00am The Choir.

7.00pm United Service at Reigate Baptist Church
- Jonathan Conrathe

Tuesday 10th 10.30am Women'’s Guild - Mrs Wendy Copse.
Thursday 12th 12.30pm Men’s Fellowship - A G M.
Sunday  15th 10.00am Dr John Kennedy.
6.30pm Sue Knight. Holy Communion.
Tuesday 17th 8.00pnChurch Meeting
Wednesday 18th 12.15pm Midweek Communion Service. Ren. Talmey.

Saturday 21st 1.00pm Marriage of Sarah DenchfieldAamttiony
Coughlan.

Sunday 22nd 10.00am Rev. Dr David Owen. Mothering Sunday.
No evening service.
Tuesday 24th 4.00pm March Girls’ Birthday Tea.

Wednesday 25th 7.30pm Meetings for Easter Workshapnveérs:
Young people (in Park Room)

8.00pm ALL volunteers (in Church)
Thursday 26th 11.00am Zimbabwe Working Party at 1 BassRoad.
Sunday  29th 10.00am David Mercer with ‘Harmony’ Group.

Monday 30th 8.00pm Meeting for all new Easter Workstiojpinteers
(in Park Room)

In addition to those mentioned above, our weeklivaies normally include
Junior Church and Creche at 10.00 a.m. each Sumldawnies, Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts, Busy Bees Playclub, Monday Morning GrouppiZ Conquest Art,
Playgroup, Toddlers Plus Group and Short Mat Bayvlin



